
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth: In Depth: “A Summer at the Movies” is the name of our current sermon series, which has been 
designed to encourage us to examine God’s Truth as revealed in the Bible and as experienced on the Big 
Screen. Today’s sermon, “Jealousy and Tragedy,” is the tenth in the series and has been inspired by the 1985 
biography “Amadeus.”  You will find the order of worship for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday: 
      9:00 a.m.  Traditional Worship
    10:05 a.m.  Sunday School
    11:05 a.m.  Contemporary Worship
       600 p.m.  Youth Dodgeball at St. Paul UMC      

 Monday:
      7:00 p.m.  Boy Scouts

Tuesday: Aldersgate Staff Retreat All Day

Wednesday:
      6:30 p.m. Growth Group Leader Meeting  

In Depth:  Each week, the pages of the In Action will contain updates, news and other information about 
Aldersgate’s music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the 
Mission Field. (The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of 
God outside of the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie 
Elementary, Our Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy). 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

This Week: 
A Summer at 
the Movies
continues 

next Sunday 
with...

Connections: Growth Group Leader Spotlight
    If you have not had the opportunity to meet Nathan and Kathy Whitaker and their sweet son, Jonah, 
then you are missing out! This family means so much to so many people, and the Whitakers are especially 
treasured by the Aldersgate family. Nathan and Kathy serve in so many ways at Aldersgate, but they are 
stepping into a new leadership position this fall. Together they will lead a brand new Growth Group for 
individuals and families who desire to connect with God through community. Growth Groups are small 
groups of 8-15 people who meet weekly to discuss Sunday’s sermon, delve into the pages of scripture and 

spend time investing in and praying for one another. If 
you have never been a part of something like this, then 
I highly encourage you to consider joining a Growth 
Group this fall. Nathan and Kathy’s group will meet 
on Sunday evenings from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. If you are 
interested in joining their group, let me know by 
contacting me at jessica@aldersgateabilene.org or (210) 
849-9122. An official registration period will begin in 
a few weeks, so be on the lookout for that! If you see 
Nathan and Kathy, be sure to give them a big hug and 
thank them for their leadership at Aldersgate.
                                                                     — Jessica Watson



Youth: Dodgeball Tournament Tonight!

Children: Last Summer Fling is Coming Up

     Tonight, Sunday, August 7, from 
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m, our youth will 
do battle once again with the St. Paul 
UMC and First UMC youth groups. 
Youth may be dropped off and picked 
up at St Paul UMC, at 525 Beech 
Street. 
     Next Sunday, August 14, we will 
once again serve with Love and Care 
Ministries and Palm House Ministries 
to feed more than 100 people around 
Abilene. We will meet at 4:00 p.m. 
at 233 Fannin (near Abilene High 
School). We should be finished 
serving by 6:00 p.m. and cleaning up by 6:15 p.m.  Students may be picked up at 233 Fannin. Many of you 
probably felt as I did when it became necessary to postpone the Lock In. A new date will be set soon, so keep 
your ears to the ground. We will get the new date to you as quickly as possible.
      Summer is almost over, so don’t miss out on all the awesome opportunities of fellowship and service 
ocuring these last few weeks! Grace and Peace. — Daniel Mathis

         The children of Aldersgate enjoyed a wonderful summer! We have had fun in the sun and  in the water, 
at the garden and at the movies. One last summer-fun event has been scheduled. On Wednesday, August 

17, we will meet at the church at 7:00 
p.m. to play until 8:30 p.m. This activity 
will be a fun time for kids and parents to 
play together. 
       Our big slip-n-slides will be set up 
outside, and we may have a game of 
slip-n-slide kickball. We will play fun 
relay games, too.
       I hope all the children and parents 
can all join us for this last evening of fun 
before school starts the next week! 
     Our weekly schedule of Kids for 
Christ will begin on Sunday, September 
11, at 5:00 p.m. We are looking forward 
to that, too! 
                                       — Alayna Brooks



A SUMMER AT THE MOVIES: Jealousy and Tragedy  from Amadeus
James 3:13-18 ESV

Sermon Notes

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

The Double Mind of Antonio Salieri

Jealousy Defined

Its Tragedy (Proverbs 14:30)

From Trade off to Delight and Peace (Wisdom From Above)
- Psalm 37:4

- I Timothy 6:6

- I Thessalonians 5:16-18

- Psalm 139:13-14

- James 4:6-10 

                           "Today you are you! That is truer than true! There is no one alive                           

                                                who is you-er than you!" – Dr. Seuss



Music: Notes from the Loft

News Travels Fast! Get it Here!
       Every Sunday morning, a staff person stands up in front of the congregation and shares an announcement 
or two or three about what is going on in the life of our community. Of course, those few moments do not 
cover everything happens in a given week, so the staff produces a weekly publication, the Aldersgate In 
Action to be placed in your hands every Sunday morning to give you more 
information. If you happen to misplace your hard copy, you can find an 
electronic copy on our web site, www.aldersgateabilene.org. This is a great 
place to find out more about the various ministries and missional efforts of 
the church. The mobile version of the site (see photo to the right) works 
great on smart phones, so feel free to check it out that way, too. You also 
may receive an electronic form of the newsletter via email by subscribing 
to the Aldersgate News email list. Susan Acosta can help you do that if 
you call her at (325) 672-7893. Prayer requests are also sent via email, 
and if you’d like to be included in that mailing list, just send an email to 
prayer@aldersgateabilene.org, requesting to be added. The staff also uses 
group texting to send reminders about big events, so just text gracepeace 
to 313131 to be added to the group! Of course, none of these systems 
are perfect, so if you see a mistake or are still having trouble finding the 
information that you need, feel free to call the office ((325) 672-7893 or me 
at (325) 660-5017. We’ll be happy to share the news! — Amy Wilson Feltz

  Planning is underway for fall church activities to begin, including the 
music program.  The Chancel Choir will begin rehearsal on Wednesday, 
August 10, at 7:00 p.m. We are excited to gather, refresh our friendships, 
make new acquaintances and begin preparation on our upcoming 
traditional worship services.  
  The Worship Band continues to lead worship for the contemporary 
worship service. Rehearsal varies for day and time, but if you are 
interested in participating in this ensemble, please contact Daniel 
Mathis at (325) 370-5223 or youth@aldersgateabilene.org.
  The Jubilee Bells will start rehearsing  on Tuesday, September 6, at 6 :00 
p.m.  We will start by getting the bells out and prepared for the season.
Then we will dig into a few new selections!  
    The children’s choirs also will begin rehearsing in September.  More 
information will be available at a later date.
   The success of music here at Aldersgate depends upon our members 
becoming involved, and sharing and growing our talents as we enjoy 

making music that gives voice to Aldersgate worship.  Please consider sharing YOUR talent. You will bless 
others as you are blessed! — David Wallis



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts 

Clay Meadows
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Ken Schmidt
Rosalee Schmidt
Alice Shaw
Alice Alcala
Charles Dortch

Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Millie Speed
Sarah Doucette
Delmon Wilson
Billie Langston
Judy English
Charles Myrick

Presence                             7.31.2016

Budget for 2016 = $777,000
Received This Week = $6,672.96
Received This Month-to-Date = $51,266.36
Received Year-to-Date = $425,482.60
2016 Faith Promise Pledge = $38,312.00
2016 Faith Promise Contributions = $27,440.20

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Kay Burkhart
Billy & Jennifer Butler
Mary Meadows

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free 
childcare is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Administration and Finance: 

      Mary Chavez Lust

Reception: Susan Acosta

Academy: Carol Rogers

Custodial Services: 

      Robert Sandoval

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

In Depth: Sunday School classes are offered at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. 
To learn more about Adult Sunday School classes, call Amy Wilson Feltz 
at 672-7893 or send an e-mail to amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org.

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service = 178 
11: a.m. Contemporary Worship Service = 167

Total Worship Service Attendance = 345
Sunday School = 174



In the World
                           

by Pastor Amy

   In 2016, we are reading through 
the Bible together using the Bible 
Project reading plan that includes 
introduction videos for each book 
of the Bible and daily readings. 
They have the Bible divided into 16 
sections or chapters, all designed 
to help you get a feel for the Bible, 
Old and New Testaments, as one 
long story from creation to Christ’s 
ultimate return. We will publish the 
daily readings in the In Action each 
week. You also may find them at 
ht t p: //t hebibleprojec t .t u mbl r.
com/readscripture along with the 
suggested videos. The videos are 
available on the website or you can 
have them sent to your e-mail inbox 
as they come up in the cycle. There 
is also an app for your smart phones.   
  Tim Mackie, one of the founders  
of the Bible Project, says, “We want 
to help you learn how to read the 
Bible as you actually read through 
the entire thing for yourself.” Let’s 
begin this journey through the Bible 
together. Grace and Peace, 
—Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

Aug 7:

Aug 8:
Aug 9:
Aug 10:
Aug 11:
Aug 12:
Aug 13:

  Daily Readings
1 Chronicles 1-9 (Skim), 
Psalm 65, Video: Chronicles
1 Chronicles 11-14, Psalm 77
1 Chronicles 15-17, Psalm 67
1 Chronicles 18-21, Psalm 68
1 Chronicles 22-24, Psalm 69
1 Chronicles 25-28, Psalm 70
2 Chronicles 1-4, Psalm 71 

     At Aldersgate, we serve what we call our 
local mission field, which is composed of 
four areas: Bowie Elementary, McMurry 
University, Aldersgate Academy, and our 

Neighborhood/the Open Door Community Garden. As you can 
tell by announcements this week and recent newsletter articles, 
three out of four of our mission field areas adhere to the school year 
calendar. 
     Because we have committed ourselves to staying in tune with the 
rhythm of life in our community, this Back-to-School time is full of 
opportunities to serve the people who live and work and play in our 
mission field.
      In terms of our relationship with Bowie, that means we have three 
opportunities to encourage the teachers, staff, students and families 
during the week before students return to class on August 22.
Breakfast for Teachers + Staff
    This breakfast has become an annual tradition and will take place 
this year on Monday, August 15, at 8 a.m., in our Fellowship Hall. 
All are welcome to volunteer to serve the food, to present gifts to the 
teachers and simply to be present to greet and talk with our friends 
from Bowie.
Meet-the-Teacher Picnic
   Another annual event will take place on Thursday, August 18, 
at 5:30 p.m. at Bowie, when a volunteer force from Aldersgate will 
prepare and serve a meal to the parents, students and teachers 
during the night that the students are able to meet their teachers.
Prayer for the School Year   
    After the picnic, we will gather in front of the school building 
at 7:15 p.m. to pray for God’s presence and guidance to be felt 
throughout the year. Teachers who would like us to come and pray 
with them will open their classrooms to us after the group prayer  
takes place outside.
       Your time and energy are appreciated greatly as we prepare to kick 
of the 2016-2017 school year with our friends at Bowie Elementary 
School! If you already have contacted me about volunteering, thank 
you! I will be in touch with details. If you have not yet signed up, 
I hope to hear from you soon! Please consider wearing your red 
Aldersgate Alive T-shirt when serving at these events. If you do not 
yet have a shirt or if you have any questions, please call me at (325) 
660-5017 or send an email to amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.
org. Grace and Peace!


